“We Are Still Here” by Hanin, with words from Gaza by Simo

It’s been two years.

Two years of watching Gaza burn.

Two years of watching an entire people starved, bombed, erased--- live,
in front of the world.

Two years of headlines that sanitize genocide.

Two years of silence from those who pretend they stand for human rights.
But this didn’t begin two years ago.

This is over seventy—seven years of a system built on the destruction of
Palestine.

Seventy-seven years of occupation, exile, imprisonment, and betrayal.
Seventy-seven years of our people fighting to exist.

And yet, through every massacre, through every displacement, every
grave , we are still here.

We have not vanished. We have not surrendered.

We have turned survival itself into resistance.

I want to share with you the words of someone who is still there, my friend
Simo, 24 years old, writing from Gaza.

He wrote:

“] write to you from under the rubble and destruction, from hunger and
fear, and from steadfastness and faith.

It’s been two years of continuous bombardment, two years of massacres,
two years of hunger, thirst, cold, and destruction.”

He told me about his mother, how the occupation denied her medicine
until her body collapsed, how they bulldozed her grave after she died.

He said:

“Imagine a human being not even allowed to rest in peace after death. This
crime haunts me every day, but it also makes me stronger, more
determined that our voices must reach the world.”

He and his family walked more than 40 kilometers under bombardment, a
death march across a land scorched and unrecognizable just the other day
when they were forced to move from the north to the south.

And still, he said:

“Despite all this pain, we remain. We resist not only with weapons, but
with love, steadfastness, and faith. We resist because Palestine is not just
a land — it is our life, our dignity, our identity. And no one can erase that.”

That’s the meaning of resistance.

That’s the strength the world cannot comprehend the power of a people
who refuse to die quietly.

Simo ended his message with these words to you to all of us here in Japan:
“Your voices reach Gaza. You are part of our resistance. You are a light
in this darkness. You give us hope that we are not alone.”

So today, when we stand in Nagoya, we don’t just stand in solidarity, we
stand with Gaza.

With Simo.

With every mother buried under the rubble, every child still waiting to be
rescued, every family forced to start over for the hundredth time.

We are not begging the world to see our humanity.

We are demanding justice.

We are demanding the end of a system that thrives on our death.

We are demanding liberation, from the river to the sea.

And we will not apologize for that demand.

We will not dilute it.

We will not comfort those who stay neutral.

Because neutrality in the face of genocide is complicity.

Silence is complicity.

Every government that funds, arms, and protects Israel has blood on its
hands.

And every person who speaks, every person who organizes, every person
who refuses to let this be normalized, you are part of the resistance.

Our struggle is not over.

It will not end when the bombing stops.

It will end when Palestinians return to their homes, when every refugee
key finds its door, when every stolen village is alive again.

Until then, we fight. We speak. We remember. We resist. Because Gaza is
not a tragedy. Gaza is proof. Proof that you can try to bury a people, and
they will bloom through the cracks of the rubble.

So from Gaza to Japan, We are still here. We will not disappear. And
Palestine will be free.

Do you hear me? Palestine will be free, this is a promise not a wish.
Thank you for standing up for Palestine and please keep going until
liberation! Free free Palestine!
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